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t. of Arsenal Street,
3t. Louis, ilissouri.

Buildings consist of eight (8) one
story stone structures in very good
condition. Original roof covering
destroyed. :

Date of erection. Buildings 11-1,
li-2, 11-3, 1ll-4, in 1830, And, .
obuildings 11-5, 11l-6, 11=-7 and 11l-8
were erected in 1832.

This property is owned by the United
- 3tates Government.

Building 11-1, was used as a Gun
Carriage House.

Building 11-2, Zuring the Civil War
this ouilding was used as Headquarters
and General Lyons vlanned his movements
of Iay 10,1861 here, This structure is
now ugsed as a residence.

Building 11-3. The 01d Guard House. In
this bulldiag was placed some captured
prisoners brought back by Generzl Lyons.

Building 11-4. This bulldings was used
as a lagazine for Smull srms.

Buildings Ho. 11l-9,11-6, 11-7 and 11«8,
inese buildings were used for the manu-
fucture of powder asnd ammunition.

In the year 1827 a Board of Officers from
Washington recommended the purchase of g
forty-four {44) acre tract of land from

the farm of Arend Rutgers, lying between
Carondelet (now sroadway) and the Hississippi
River. The sum of 2ight Thousand Five Hun-
dred ($8,500,) Dollars wuas paid for the site.

The St. Louis arsenal becume an important
institution snd had much to do with the
winning of the Vest in the Civil War.



i

i

 HISTORIC AMURICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

Mo~
CT NO. 11

HARS
Me .

Gl P

- DISTRICT OF MISS0URI (NO. 1.)

b
[a e

e, — Cont'd.

- The possession of the Arsenal and 1its
valuable supplies was a matter of suprems
importance to the Union.

General Lyons, military genius, broke up
an attempt to carry Missouri in the Con-
federacy, and this became a most impor-
tunt ammunition supply point for the

troops operating in the Mississiopi Valley.

After the end of the Civil War, in 1876,
it was turned over to the War Department as
a recruiting depot. From 12386 to 1912 it
served as a mllltary clothing depot. Now
it is known as 3t, Louis iedical Depot,
which serves almosat the entire United
States (military} with medical supplies,

BUGENE L. PIEITSCH.
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
UNITED STATES ARSENAL
HABS No. MO-111
Location: Second and Arsenal Streets, St. Louis City, Missouri.

RISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

The U.S5. Arsenal "...consists of a group of red-brick and gray-limestone
buildaings enclosed by a limestone wall on the north and south sides, and by an
ornamental fence made of musket barrels on the west side. The arsenal was
established in 1827 on a 44-~acre tract. Small arms and ammunitition were
manufactured here, and military supplies dispensed to the United States troops
'in the West. Eight of the original stone buildings erected in 1830 remain.
The three red-brick buildings used as barracks were built about 1856. At the
outbreak of the Civil War, Missouri secessionists planned to capture the
arsenal, but they were kept from doing s¢ by the surrender of Camp Jackson...
- a victory for Union forces which proved a decisive factor in preserving
Missouri for the Union. Following the Civil War, the importance of the
arsenal diminished; since 1922 it has served as the 5t. Louis Medical Depot."

SQURCE OF INFORMATIOUN

Workers of the Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administration in the
State of Missouri, Missouri, A Guide to the "Show Me" State, (New York: Duell,
Sloan and Pearce, 1941), 318.

PROJECT INFORMATION

The Piaget-~van Ravenswaay Survey consists of a number of photographs,
primarily of sites and structures in Missouri, which were taken before 1938 by
Alexanaer Piaget ana after that by Paul Piaget, both in conjunction with
Charles van Ravenswaay. Photographs of buildings were incorporated into the
HABS collection in 1985 by Laura Rupp and in 1986 by Deborah Fulton, HABS
historians. A master list is available in the 49l records for MO-18§00.



